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NTNU Smart Sustainable Cities - introduction

NTNU Smart Sustainable Cities is a cross-disciplinary competence cluster in 
which we develop transformative research methods in the interface between 
technology, design and people, to support cities, citizens and society change 
practices towards a sustainable low-carbon future.

NTNU's ambition is to create projects that show the potential of smart 
cities and societies when architects, planners, designers and artists take a 
central role in their creation, in close cooperation with other core disciplines such 
as engineering, ICT, social and economic sciences. 



SMART
=

Making cities & communities
more sustainable,
supported by ICT

where this makes sense

Empowering People in Smart 
Sustainable Cities



Global market for
people-centred smart sustainable cities

• Global market for smart cities is expected to be worth over €1.78 trillion by 2025
• Asia-Pacific, Europe, and North America regions driving much of the market growth
• Citizen- and business-facing services are a core component of this expanding market
• Require new ways of co-developing and co-delivering products and services
• Building trust and acceptance for transformational chang



• Reframe community participation to broaden and deepen
 citizen empowerment;
    • Test and validate smart collaborative governance to support effective        

decision making;

Digital Support

• Test effective mechanisms for local experiments to be scaled 
up, shared, and transferred;

       • Perform impact assessment to ensure that tested actions 
have the desired effect;

•Manage this long-term concerted effort 
between all partners and stakeholders.



Smart Collaborative 
Governance

• Being among the first validated movers in a rapidly 
growing market demand for people-driven smart city 
approaches;

• Better insight of the needs of cities and communities, 
enabling companies to develop more effective tenders, 
targeted services & sustainable business models;

• Promoting an entrepreneurial public sector driving 
urban innovation.
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